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ACTION ACDA-10 

INFO OCT-OI EUR-I2 ISO-00 ACDE-00 SSO-00 NSCE-00 USIE-00 

INRE-00 ERDA-05 CIAE-00 H-02 INR-07 10-10 L-03 

NSAE-00 OlC-02 OMB-01 PA-01 PM-04 PRS-01 SAJ-01 

SAM-01 SP-02 SS-15 TRSE-00 NSC-05 ERDE-00 /083 W 

051227 

OR071910ZNOV 75 

FM USMISSION NATO 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 4486 

SECDEE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 

INFO USDEL MBER VIENNA 

AMEMBASSY BONN 

AMEMBASSY LONDON 

USNMR SHAPE 

USCINCEUR 

SECRET USNATO 6089 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: FARM NATO MBFR 

SUBJECT: MBFR: OPTION III: FRG ROLE 

REE: BONN 18250 DTG 071416Z NOV 75 

1 . BONN IN REETEL ASKED OUR VIEW ON THE NEED FOR ANOTHER 
TRILATERAL TO RESOVLE DIFEERENCES ON OPTION III AMONG THE 
US UK AND FRG. WE RECOMMEND AGAINST RPT AGAINST SUCH A 
TRILATERAL. WE ARE SENDING BY SEPTEL OUR VIEWS ON OBTAINING 
ALLIED AGREEMENT ON OPTION III IN TIME FOR USE IN THE PRESENT 
NEGOTIATING REOUND. 

2. ANOTHER TRILATERAL WOULD PROBABLY REQUIRE A SEEK OR MORE OF 
LEAD TIME TO SET UP, AND WOULD CUT DEEPLY INTO THE LIMITED 

TIME AVAILABLE FOR NAC AGREEMENT TIME FOR INTRODUCTION 
IN THIS NEGOTIATING ROUND. WE BELIEVE FURTHER BILATERAL 
CONTACT WITH BOTH FRG AND UK IS NECESSARY, PARTICULARLY ON THE 
SECRET 
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TACTICAL QUESTIONS OE WHEN TO TELL THEAST THE ALLIED POSITION 
ON EQUIPMENT LIMITATIONS AND ON FURTHER EQUIPMENT 
REDUCTIONS. HOWECER, WE WOLD CONSIDER THESE ISSUES SUSCEPTIBLE 
TO BILATERAL RESOLUTION AS A STEP TOWARD FINAL ALLIED AGREEMENT. 
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3. WE AGREE EULLY WITH EMBASSY BONN THAT THE ERG IS NOT RPT 

NOT STALLING APPROVAL OE OPTION III. ERGS DEEP AND UNDERSTANDABLE 

EACUTION ABOUT MBFR IS WELL KNOWN. NEVERTHELESS, WE WOULD CONSIDER 

ERG ROLE IN OPTION III TO BE COOPERATIVE. THERE IS NOW 

GENERAL AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE US AND THE ERG ON MOST SUBSTANTIBE 

ISSUES. THE ERG DELEGATION HAS WORKED EFEECTIVELY WITH US IN 

FAVOR OF A NUMBER OF US POSITIONS. OUR DIFFERENCES NOW ARE 

MAINLY ON TACTICAL QUESTIONS (ALTHOUGH THESE IMPORTANT TACTICAL 

QUESTIONS HAVE OBVIOUS IMPLICATIONS EOR SUBSTANCE). STREATOR 

SECRET 


« END OE DOCUMENT » 
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